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OUR NEW CITIES BIODIVERSITY CENTER WEBSITE 

After many months of careful planning, designing and tweaking, we are 
thrilled to announce the imminent launch of our brand new and fresh-faced 
ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center website. The newly designed interface will 
be much more interactive and user-friendly, boasting a custom-made, 
interactive map where all 
our programs, cities and 
associated case-studies 
can be showcased. Once 
fully functional, users will 
be able to search for case
-studies by location, 
project, ecosystem 
service and/or Aichi 
Target. Look out for the 
official launch in the next 
two weeks! 

 

Cover image: J. Lurie-Terrell  (multi-layered images of Canadian cityscapes.) 

Having grown rapidly in recent years, the ICLEI Africa Secretariat which hosts 
the Cities Biodiversity Center has relocated to larger premises. Our building, 
affectionately known as the ‘Purple Palace’ is a historic national heritage build-
ing near the famous Green Market Square in the city’s central business district.  

Please note our new street address:  

Street address: 71 Burg Street, Cape Town, South Africa  

Postal address: PO Box 5319, Tygervalley, 7536, Cape Town, South Africa  
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for developing the city’s Local  
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(LBSAP). The symposium was also  
notable for instigating an interfaith  
dialogue on nature conservation. Islam-
ic, Jewish and Christian leaders spoke of 
a ‘spiritual imperative’ to care for the  
environment. Rabbi David Roosen  
remarked that: "there is no challenge 
more critical to humanity than the eco-
logical crisis. In comparison, all other 
global challenges are like rearranging 
deck chairs on the sinking Titanic."  

The event concluded with a reading of 
the Jerusalem Framework: Principles for 
Green and Accessible Pilgrimage which 
articulates “a code of ethics for the  
public domain” encouraging openness,  
understanding and respect.  

The Symposium builds upon earlier 
groundwork laid by the City of Jerusa-
lem, the Alliance of Religions and Con-
servation (ARC) and ICLEI, to establish 
the Green Pilgrimage Network in No-
vember 2011. The network is a creative 
global forum of cities, sites and commu-

The First International Jerusalem Sympo-
sium on Green and Accessible Pilgrimage 
took place in the City of Jerusalem from 
21 to 26 April 2013. The event provided 
a platform for city officials, environmen-
talists, academics and religious leaders 
from across the world to discuss and 
explore opportunities for greening  
religious pilgrimages. Participants wit-
nessed the launch of Jerusalem’s Biodi-
versity Assessment Report, a product of 
the city’s participation in ICLEI’s Local 
Action for Biodiversity (LAB) Program. In 
a dedicated biodiversity session, Helene 
Roumani, Director of the Jerusalem Bio-
Region Center, outlined each chapter of 
the report, detailing the rich biodiversity 
existing, and extensive conservation  
activities undertaken, in and around the 
city. The report will serve as a baseline 

JERUSALEM’S  
BIODIVERSITY REPORT 

LAUNCHED AS GREEN  
PILGRIMS GATHER IN THE 
CITY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Centre applauds 
the City of Mexico for successfully  
completing two key documents: the LAB  
Biodiversity Assessment Report and the 
City’s first comprehensive Local Biodiver-
sity Strategy and Action Plan. The two 
documents which are currently available 
in Spanish were developed and  
published through collaboration  
between the City of Mexico and several 
local stakeholders including the National 
Commission for Knowledge and Use of 
Biodiversity (CONABIO) with technical 
guidance and input from ICLEI’s Cities 
Biodiversity Center. The LBSAP and  
biodiversity assessment report will play a  
crucial role in local planning and  
management of Mexico City’s  
biodiversity. 

MEXICO CITY  
LAYING THE FOUNDA-

TIONS FOR EXCELLENT  
BIODIVERSITY  
MANAGEMENT 

 LAB News 

Russell Galt (far right) at the Launch of the Jerusalem LAB Biodiversity Report : Deputy Mayor Naomi 

Tsur presents report to Deirdre Shurland of the UNEP (UN Environmental Program) Green Passport 

initiative for the promotion of ecotourism.   

nities around the world that are pilgrim 
destinations. It aims to encourage local 
political leaders, faith leaders and  
pilgrims to integrate green ethical stand-
ards into the pilgrimage experience.  

http://arcworld.org/
http://arcworld.org/
http://archive.iclei.org/index.php?id=13192
http://archive.iclei.org/index.php?id=13192
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On 21 and 22 May 2013, the City of Mon-
treal in partnership with the Secretariat 
of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) and ICLEI, hosted an international 
workshop entitled, Urban Biodiversity, a 
Value to Appreciate. The event drew  
together scientists, politicians, civil socie-
ty groups and business leaders to consid-
er the ways in which biodiversity and  
ecosystem services can valued and inte-
grated into strategic decision-making. 
CBD Executive Secretary, Dr Braulio  
Ferreira de Souza Dias, initiated proceed-
ings by highlighting the dependence of 
urban citizens on ecosystem goods and  
services, and stressing the critical role 
that local and sub-national authorities 
can play in combatting biodiversity loss.  
Other highlights included a presentation 
by Professor Timothy Beatley of the  
University of Virginia who introduced the 
notion of “biophilic cities” which are  
cities designed and governed to promote 
an abundance of nature.  

Participants were acquainted to  
Montreal’s local biodiversity treasures 
on a guided field excursion through 
Parc du Mont Royal, a large and  
centrally-located semi-natural area  
designed by the famous 20th century 
landscape architect, Frederick Law 
Olmsted, and comprising characteristic 
Canadian wildlife such as maple, wood-
peckers, racoons, and trilliums. Howev-
er this lush urban paradise is not free of  
conservation challenges: invasive alien 
species such as buckthorn require  
labour-intensive management. Fortu-
nately, an environmentally active  
citizenship led by groups such as the 
Green Coalition is on hand to  
consolidate the city’s conservation 
efforts. A second excursion introduced  

MONTREAL TAKES 
BOLD STRIDES  

FORWARD FOR  
BIODIVERSITY 

A panoramic vista of the City of Montreal 

participants to the Jardin Botanique, 
one of the world’s premier botanical 
gardens, notable for its splendid 
collection of rare orchids.  

In further technical sessions, experts 
presented cutting-edge tools and 
methods for sustainably managing 
ecosystem services and fostering – in 
the words of David Maddox, Founder 
of The Nature of Cities – “more resili-
ent, sustainable and liveable cities.” 
Panellists also considered the oppor-
tunities to engage novel actors and 
partners in biodiversity management 
through well-framed communication, 
education and public awareness  
campaigns. The sessions converged 
into a closing plenary in which Daniel 
Hodder, a senior official of the City of 
Montreal, provided a succinct  
overview of take-home messages. 
Chief amongst these was the need for 
effective dialogue between different 
interest groups to ensure a broad base 
of support for well-informed conser-
vation measures and effective cross-
sectoral mainstreaming. 

In an evening reception in the Hotel 
de Ville, the City of Montreal launched 
its Biodiversity Assessment Report 
thereby successfully completing the 
first of five steps in the Local Action 
for Biodiversity (LAB) Program. The 
report comprises wealth of  
information on Montreal’s natural 
heritage, outlines local environmental 
policies, highlights various projects  
including outreach and engagement 
efforts, and provides an overview of 
civil society groups and their activities. 
It will serve as an indispensable  
reference for academics, planners and 
city officials interested in the  
Montreal’s local biodiversity and will 
help to inspire new and additional 
action for its conservation.  

 

In a special ceremony at the 5th Lagos 
State Climate Change Summit (13-15 
March 2013, Lagos, Nigeria), the Lagos 
Sate Governor, HE Babatunde Raji  
Fashola, signed the Durban Commit-
ment, thereby officially recognizing the 
multiple benefits of biodiversity and  
signalling his government’s intent to  
conserve it. The signing ceremony also 

signified his government’s intention to 
participate in ICLEI’s Local Action for 
Biodiversity (LAB) Program. The Summit 
addressed pertinent issues including  
local livelihoods, food security, climate 
change adaptation and resilience.  
Discussions on the links between  
biodiversity and climate change were 
inspired by the pract cal experiences of 
three high-calibre LAB cities: Dr. Jose 
Bernal Stoopen of Mexico City, Dr. Yoel 
Siegel of the City of Jerusalem, and Ms 
Nangula Amutenya of the City of Walvis 
Bay. They highlighted the extraordinary 
wealth of biodiversity in their cities and 
outlined several innovative approaches 
to managing it. ICLEI is delighted that 
Lagos State, which encompasses the City 
of Lagos, an African mega-city, is joining 
the international community of local 
governments committed to biodiversity 
conservation. 

Russell Galt assisting Lagos State Governor, HE 
Babatunde Raji Fashola to sign the Durban 

Commitment. 

LAGOS  SIGNS THE 
DURBAN COMMITMENT 

http://www.biophyliccities.org/
http://greencoalitionverte.ca/
http://www.ville.montreal.qc.ca/biodiversiteurbaine
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CITY OF CAPE TOWN 

When compiling their Biodiversity and 
CEPA (communication, education and 
public awareness) Assessment Report,  
technical staff of the City of Cape Town  
recognised that decision-makers do not 
always have adequate biodiversity  
information available to them. They  
therefore conducted a study to assess 
what councillors know about environ-
mental management and the available 
tools. Only a small subset of the  
councillors have been analysed but the 
preliminary results are nonetheless  
useful in providing information on how 
to tailor future CEPA activities aimed at 
decision makers. Encouragingly, the 
results show that all councillors have at 
least some inherent understanding of 
biodiversity, with most recognising the 
importance of the relationship between 
people and nature. Although councillors 
may value the natural environment, they 
rarely rank it as a priority for action, and 
often defer such responsibility. To  
address this, the study recommends that 

councillors be offered a variety of op-
portunities to engage in nature conser-
vation, and be subjected to tailored 
messages, including actionable sugges-
tions, delivered in a clear, concise, and 
practical manner. In short, councillors 
want information on how  
environmental issues impact the 
achievability of their political objec-
tives. 

CITY OF SEOUL 

The City of Seoul has recently pro-
duced their final Biodiversity and CEPA 
Assessment Report, which can be 
found on the ICLEI Cities Biodiversity 
Center website. Mayor Park Won-soon 
of Seoul says that: “biodiversity is the 
best investment to guarantee the sur-
vival of humanity and all organisms 
amid the changing global environ-
ment”, and he pledges to make Seoul a 
sustainable city. Aligning with the  
Korean National Government’s  
national biodiversity management 
plans, Seoul has formed a systemic 
network to enhance biodiversity  
conservation and management in the 
City, which brings together civic 
groups, experts, and volunteer services. 
A very practical project that the Seoul 
Metropolitan Government has under-

taken is to establish biotopes in several 
locations within the city, thus creating 
natural environments where biodiversity 
can co-exist with local communities. This 
was done mainly through increasing the 
number of ponds and streams in the 
city’s parks. There are several successful 
local projects which work with schools 
and companies to remove harmful exotic 
plants along the river systems.  

CITY OF EDMONTON 

When the City of Edmonton set out to 
develop a Biodiversity and CEPA Strate-
gy, it quickly became apparent that the 
process would need to be collaborative, 
engaging staff involved in the planning 
and management of parks, natural  
areas, urban forest, pests and wildlife, 
drainage and transport infrastructure, as 
well as communication and education 

 
LAB CITY CEPA NEWS &  
DEVELOPMENTS 

Seoul provides many park programs for local 

residents. (Credit: City of Seoul) 

Seoul has expanded the number of green areas in the City for the specific purpose of providing 

recreational areas for citizens. (Photo: City of Seoul) 

“Biodiversity is the best investment to guarantee the survival of  

humanity and all organisms amid the changing global environment” 
             - Mayor Park Won-soon of Seoul. 

http://archive.iclei.org/fileadmin/template/project_templates/localactionbiodiversity/user_upload/LAB_Files/City_Case-studies/LAB_CCT_Comm_Educ_Public_Awareness__CEPA__assess_report_Apr2012_FINAL.pdf
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experts. The process was essential for 
city staff to understand how their work 
fits in and supports the city’s broader 
development goals. A parallel process 
engaged local conservation organiza-
tions, and together they identified  
Edmonton's biodiversity issues and  
opportunities and developed a biodiversi-
ty protection framework with four 
streams:  
 
i) Understanding Biodiversity;  
ii) Protecting Biodiversity from Harm; 
iii) Creating New Biodiversity; and  
iv) Engaging Edmontonians.  
 
This framework forms the foundation of 
the Biodiversity and CEPA Strategy. This 
new document has therefore taken an 
operational approach, rather than a  
policy approach. One of the positive  
outcomes of the process was the  
formation of the Edmonton Community 

Biodiversity Network comprising local 
NGOs, the City, and some other com-
munity groups, which meets quarterly 
to discuss opportunities, exchange  
information and collaborate on pro-
jects related to protecting Edmonton's 
biodiversity. In addition, an internal 

Biodiversity Management Committee 
is being established to address  
management concerns and strengthen 
interdepartmental collaboration 
around biodiversity protection.  

Find Edmonton’s  report on the Cities 
and Biodiversity Center website. 

CITY OF CURITIBA 

The City of Curitiba has also recently 
produced their Biodiversity and CEPA 
Assessment Report, which is available 
on the Cities Biodiversity Center  
website. International recognition for a 
local initiative, the BioCity Programme, 

Communities in Edmonton engage with local 

biodiversity. (Photo: City of Edmonton) 

which communicates local biodiversity 
activities, focusses on innovative actions 
aligning urban developments, environ-
mental preservation and quality of life, 
has earned Curitiba the title of 
‘Ecological Capital of Brazil’, and  
initiated a change in local culture that 
spans from the community to its politi-
cians. One of the projects under its  
BioCity Program aims to raise the  
biodiversity awareness of private owners 
of natural areas.  The owners are visited 
in person, receive relevant materials, 
participate in meetings with their peers, 
and have recently organized themselves 
into an association to exchange ideas 
and lessons. In addition, they receive pro
-bono legal support in establishing new 
protected areas, as well as funding to 
support the development of new  
management plans. As in many other 
LAB Pioneer cities, there is  a strong 
community drive to fight invasive alien 
plant species, both within the municipal 
parks as well as on private properties. 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center is  
delighted at the progressive actions and 
developments taken by these LAB CEPA 
cities and applauds their hard work and 
dedication. 

 

The City of Edmonton spent worthwhile time 

engaging with relevant departments across the 

Biodiversity features  prominently on Curitiba’s agenda, through both public and political support. (Photo: City of Curitiba) 

http://archive.iclei.org/fileadmin/template/project_templates/localactionbiodiversity/user_upload/LAB_Files/Other_resources/CEPA_Case_Studies_FINAL_REPORT.pdf
http://archive.iclei.org/fileadmin/template/project_templates/localactionbiodiversity/user_upload/LAB_Files/CEPA/Curitiba_Biodiversity___CEPA_Report.pdf
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To further ensure a concrete imple-
mentation path for the Durban Adapta-
tion Charter (DAC), the eThekwini Mu-
nicipality, in collaboration with ICLEI-
Local Governments for Sustainability, 
held an Implementation Guidance 
Workshop in Durban from 20  to 23  
March 2013. This event was hosted by 
eThekwini, funded by USAID through 
their ICMA-implemented CityLinks 
program, and organised by ICLEI Afri-
ca. ICLEI’s Secretary General, Gino Van 
Begin, who presented during the open-
ing plenary said: “Our hope is that this 
workshop will trigger the potential for 
further funding, fostering a multi-
regional approach that will multiply 
these experiences to other DAC cities, 
serving to strengthen implementation 
of adaptation actions and foster the 
recruitment of new cities to the DAC.” 
Local government leaders from around 
the world, including representatives 
from Bulawayo, Cape Town, Dar es 
Salaam, Durban, Gorakphur, Hanoi, 
Lagos, London, Mandurah, Quintana 
Roo, and Thimphu were in attendance 
at the workshop. The outcomes from 
this workshop will be taken forward via 
two key outputs: a summary report of 
findings and a concept note for further-
ing the development of a long-term 
secretariat for the DAC. The findings 
will also be presented at the upcoming 
Resilient Cities Congress in Bonn, Ger-
many, from 31 May to 2 June 2013. 

PIONEERING CITIES 
& EXPERTS MEET TO  
PAVE WAY FOR IMPLE-
MENTATION OF DURBAN 
ADAPTATION CHARTER 

(Left to right) Mayor Thaba Moyo (Bulawayo); Mayor Kinlay Dorjee (Thimphu); Mayor Paddi 

Creevey (Mandurah); Mayor James Nxumalo (Durban) and ICLEI Secretary General, Gino van Begin 

during the Durban Adaptation Charter Implementation Guidance Workshop. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
THE LAB CITY OF  
CALGARY 

With a population of 1.1 million people 
Calgary is one of the fastest growing 
urban centres in Canada. Like many 
cities in the North American Midwest, 
its history of horizontal growth has 
affected the capacity for biodiversity 
management. More recently there has 
been recognition that a more com-
pact, environmentally sensitive form 
is needed for a sustainable city. 

In 2009 the City Council of Calgary 
approved a Municipal Development 
Plan (MDP) that established a new 
planning model. A key component of 
this policy is recognizing the inherent 
value of nature and the need to  
protect and restore it. One of the key 
polices is that, “[a]ll land use and 
transportation planning and develop-
ment should seek to conserve and 
protect ecosystems by ... establishing, 
protecting and restoring native  

habitat and areas of biodiversity locally 
and regionally.” 

Prior to the development of a new 
community, the City develops area-
specific policies out of the MDP. The 
City’s Open Space Plan (OSP) 
“provides a single, comprehensive and 
integrated source of policy on open 
space,” establishing direction for the 
protection of lands having conserva-
tion value. The OSP established the 
term Environmental Open Space (EOS) 
as giving definition to areas that are set 
aside or acquired for the purposes of 
preserving areas of ecological unique-
ness and diversity, enhancing air, soil 
and water quality through groundwa-
ter and watershed protection, as well 
the overall habitat and recreational 
value of Calgary. 

Aligning the direction found in the 
MDP with the OSP, the City united city
-wide and park-specific policy in a local 
area policy that was adopted by Coun-
cil in 2012. The policy direction from 
Environmental Open Space was unique 
in that, it aligned higher order legisla-
tion bringing it under the auspice of 
specific area for biodiversity conserva-
tion. This year The City has begun im-
plementing EOS policy through devel-
opment applications. This process will 
offer novel insight into the success or 
failure of best intention biodiversity 
policies that were put in place to bene-
fit the citizens of Calgary and the gen-
eral public at large. 

Article credits:  

Steven Snell (Steven.snell@calgary.ca) & Chris 
Manderson (Chris.manderson@calgary.ca)  

Nose Hill, Calgary (Photo: C. Manderson) 
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ICLEI’s Cities Biodiversity Center will 
engage two metros in South Africa on 
the Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB): 
Wetlands and Communities project. The 
project is set to raise local awareness 
and promote the sustainable use of  
wetlands by local governments and 
communities in Nelson Mandela Bay 
Municipality and the City of Tshwane. 
ICLEI Africa, in partnership with Working 
for Wetlands will work with municipal 
technical officers, researchers and  
community representatives within the 
selected metros to enhance policies, 
strategies and action plans that strategi-
cally profile and prioritize wetland  
management in city biodiversity plans 
and spatial development frameworks. 
The project is also set to create an  
enabling environment for participating 
local municipalities and communities to 
access and unlock resources for wetland 
restoration. Working for Wetlands is a 
South African government led program 
dedicated to the rehabilitation, protec-
tion and sustainable use of wetlands. 

LAB WETLANDS AND 
COMMUNITIES  

PROJECT 

Uhare Angora Route Vlei, Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality 

Community in Winterveld taking part in a 

wetland clean-up campaign.  

Sekampaneng learners attending an 

environmental awareness lesson.  

Wetlands in the vicinity of settlements 
remain a wealth of ecosystem goods 
and provide services such as flood  
mitigation, water retention and water  
purification. However, wetlands are 
under growing threat due to unsustain-
able land use practices. The loss of  
wetland ecosystems is likely to nega-
tively impact livelihoods; threaten food  
security, health, and access to decent 
shelter; degrade water quality; and 
reduce access to open green spaces, 
thus depleting the general quality of 
life. In a move to remedy this, the LAB 
Wetlands and Communities project has 
been conceptualized to help the partic-
ipating local governments better  
understand the multifarious economic 
value of ecosystems and biodiversity. 
This outlook is set to restore communi-
ty stewardship to biodiversity and  
ecosystem management. 

LAB Wetlands and Communities pro-
ject is receiving funding from the South 
African National Lotteries Distribution 

Trust Fund. The project was conceived 
and promulgated from the  
internationally acclaimed LAB Pioneer 
Project.  

 



 9 

www.iclei.org/lab 
  

After a worthwhile wait, the LAB Biodi-
versity and Climate Change Planning 
Guidelines are nearing completion. 
They are about to enter a review  
process by a few key LAB Pioneer cities 
that have agreed to test the practicality 
and content of the document. The 
guidelines will primarily guide local 
governments participating in the LAB 
Pioneer Biodiversity and Climate 
Change Project, either by incorporating 
climate change into the LBSAP, by  
integrating biodiversity into an existing 
climate change plan, or by creating a 
fresh and newly aligned plan.  

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center is  
increasingly moving towards this inte-
grated approach, linking biodiversity 
with other topics such as communic 
ation, education and public awareness 
(CEPA), the value of biodiversity (e.g. 
TEEB), and poverty alleviation. By  
assimilating climate change and biodi-
versity plans, the agenda of both  
approaches is strengthened and lends 
weight to the final plan. LAB  

LAB BIODIVERSITY 
AND CLIMATE 

CHANGE GUIDELINES 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversi-
ty Center is working 
with the South African 
National Biodiversity 
Institute (SANBI) in the 
production of an Urban 
Biodiversity Toolkit.  
The toolkit is aimed at 
streamlining urban 
biodiversity into  

planning and decision-making across 
the province of Gauteng, South Africa. 
Primarily located in the biologically 
diverse grassland biome, Gauteng is 
South Africa’s smallest but most  
populated and economically produc-
tive province. Habitat fragmentation 
and loss from urban expansion and 
coal mining poses the greatest threat 
to biodiversity in the area and yet, the 
grasslands are essential for freshwater 
provision throughout South Africa.  

In recent years, South African national 
and local government has been devel-
oping a legal framework for biodiver-
sity conservation and management. 
However in practice, the economic, 
social and cultural value of biodiversi-
ty is presently not sufficiently  
accounted for when deciding where 
and how to locate economic activities 

URBAN  
BIODIVERSITY 

TOOLKIT 

and new development. In this urban 
environment, biodiversity hotspots are 
largely found on private land and within 
urban centres, making it unfeasible to 
create large protected areas for the 
conservation of biodiversity in the  
region. Informed and tailored land-use 
and development planning is therefore 
critical to the management and conser-
vation of biodiversity in Gauteng. 

The Urban Biodiversity Toolkit seeks to 
present the wealth of relevant biodiver-
sity resources in an accessible and  
palatable way. A synopsis of policy 
guidelines and a comprehensive list of 
all relevant urban biodiversity tools will 
provide all users with an excellent over-
view of the tools available for each  
application. The toolkit will be tailored 
for 3 main stakeholders: planners and 
engineers; senior management and 
local policy-makers; and NGOs and 
communities, providing each with an 
overview of the legislative framework, 
relevant tools, biodiversity maps and 
data, as well as areas that they can  
participate effectively in biodiversity 
management. 

The Urban Biodiversity Toolkit will be 
the first of its kind for urban biodiversi-
ty planning in South Africa and will be 
rolled out across all municipalities 
across Gauteng throughout 2013.  

The Cradle of Mankind World Heritage Site - Gauteng is located in the grasslands biome which 

controls South Africa's water availability, slowly releasing ground water throughout the year.  

participants are at the cutting edge of 
this global movement, and lessons 
learned as local governments  
complete this planning step will pro-
vide valuable case studies for other 
local governments that will follow 
suit. Look out for the final version in 
the next month or two! 

Government planning requires an integrated 

approach, both across topics, as well as across 

departments. 

Climate change is predicted to 

be one of the greatest drivers of 

biodiversity loss, while healthy 

biodiversity can contribute to 

both mitigation and adaptation 

for cities and communities. 

The Gauteng Biodiversity 

toolkit aims to mainstream 

biodiversity into decision-

making across Gauteng so that 

the true value of biodiversity is 

considered. 

 New projects and tools 
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 Conferences 

Cutting edge science in the field of urban 
ecology and ecosystem services, as well 
as research surrounding urban biodiver-
sity, urbanization, the valuation of biodi-
versity and ecosystem services in cities 
and the effective governance and man-
agement of these ecosystem services 
were all on the cards for discussion at 
the 2nd Annual URBES meeting. The 
meeting was held at the Technical Uni-
versity of Munich from 5-9 March, where 
Georgina Avlonitis represented ICLEI’s 
Cities Biodiversity Center. The week was 
a great success, bringing researchers and 
project partners from around the world 
into the same room to review progress, 
collaborate and integrate their results 
and agree on work plans for the project 
for 2013 and beyond. 

ICLEI, together with IUCN will play a 
leading role in the URBES project to  
influence the local, regional and interna-
tional policy arenas through a collabora-
tively developed extensive communica-
tion and training/capacity-building  
program.  The meeting was integral to 
achieving the various researchers’ input 
and insights into the training template 

URBES: HEADWAY IN  
URBAN BIODIVERSITY  
RESEARCH 

for the project.  With intensive contri-
bution from the researchers them-
selves, ICLEI aims to hold three training 
sessions around three topics in three 
European cities, the first being held in 
November this year (details to be con-
firmed). 

Overall, the Annual Meeting confirmed 
that it is sure to be a very exciting year 
ahead International events where 
URBES will be showcased this year  
include the SURE conference in Berlin 
(25-27 July) and the ESP conference in 
Bali (26-30August). Also to keep on the 
radar and closely linked to URBES, is 
the launch of the second CBO series 
titled: Global Urbanization, Biodiversi-
ty, and Ecosystems – Challenges and 
Opportunities, towards the end of 2013. 
ICLEI greatly looks forward to  
communicating the results of this body 
of vanguard research, to developing 
the URBES training sessions over the 
course of the year and to aiding in  
further progressing this project. 

For more information on URBES visit: 
www.urbesproject.org 

The National Ecological Networks 
Conference took place in the National 
Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh, on 6 
and 7 February 2013. Hosted by the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust in collaboration 
with the Scottish Government, the 
event explored the policy drivers and 
underlying science of ecological net-

works to help inform the Scottish Biodi-
versity Strategy with practical action and 
policy direction. A number of high-profile 
speakers including Dr Jane Smart, Global 
Director of IUCN’s Biodiversity Conserva-
tion Group, Mr Paul Wheelhouse, Scot-
land’s Minister for Environment and Cli-
mate Change, and Mr Alan Seatter, Dep-
uty Director-General of the European 
Commission’s DG Environment shared 
their insights on how to develop coher-
ent ecological networks that support the 
flow of ecosystem goods and services. 

ICLEI’s Russell Galt gave a presentation 
on the challenges and opportunities that 
urbanization poses to ecological net-
works and highlighted 10 key messages 
emanating from the recently-published 
Cities and Biodiversity Outlook – Action 
& Policy.  In a breakout session, partici-
pants were able to discuss specific 
themes, including ‘Ecological Urbanism’. 
A consensus emerged that the low densi-
ty urban sprawl occurring across much of 
Europe is unsustainable and that land 
use planning should rather encourage 
mixed, integrated and compact urbani-
zation that is resource-efficient and  
socially inclusive. Such discussions  
continued into an evening reception at 
the Scottish Parliament kindly hosted by 
the Scottish Government. Indeed, 
throughout the conference, the  
importance of urbanization as a process 
significantly altering ecosystem func-
tioning and dynamics, and the necessity 
to engage with local governments in or-
der to achieve successful conservation 
results, were duly considered and should 
be reflected in the forthcoming revision 
of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy. 

WORKING TO-
WARDS A NATIONAL 
ECOLOGICAL NETWORK 
IN SCOTLAND 

Russell Galt (second from right) with staff of the 

Scottish Wildlife Trust: (left to right) Bruce 

Wilson, Jonathan Hughes (Director of 

Conservation and IUCN Regional Councillor), and 

Jessica Ryder.   
Georgina Avlonitis and the URBES research team on their fieldtrip to the City of Salzburg. 

http://www.society-urban-ecology.org/index.php/meetings/urban-ecology-world-conference-2013-in-berlin
http://www.urbesproject.org
http://www.cbd.int/authorities/doc/cbo-1/cbd-cbo1-book-f.pdf
http://www.cbd.int/authorities/doc/cbo-1/cbd-cbo1-book-f.pdf
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and achievements ICLEI has experi-
enced in local government biodiversity 
data mobilisation over the last year. 
ICLEI hopes to contribute to the GBIF 
African Regional Plan by working close-
ly with local government practitioners 
to understand how to make biodiversi-
ty data publishing as user-friendly, as 
relevant and as beneficial as possible 
and moreover, by finding mechanisms 
for local governments to translate bio-
diversity data publishing into real-time 
management actions on the ground.  

By capacitating local governments to 
use GBIF’s tools and infrastructure, 
ICLEI hopes to expedite GBIF data pub-
lishing as a best practice across its net-
work of local governments.  

On 23 May 2013, the Global Partner-
ship on Local and Sub-national Action 
for Biodiversity met in the offices of 
the Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) in Montreal 
to: i) review progress since the last 
meeting in March 2012; and ii) identify 
opportunities for furthering progress 
on the road to the 12th Conference of 
the Parties to the Convention (CBD 
COP 12). Members of the partnership 
reflected on the considerable momen-
tum generated by the Cities for Life 
Summit held in parallel to CBD COP11 
in Hyderabad, October 2012, and took 

encouragement from the increasing 
number of local governments worldwide 
that are formally engaging in  
biodiversity conservation. Such commit-
ment is manifested in the widespread 
development of local biodiversity  
assessment reports, local biodiversity 
strategies and action pans (LBSAPs), the 
extensive implementation of the City 
Biodiversity Index (CBI) and the  
expansion of new and existing biodiver-
sity networks. However, members  
tempered their satisfaction with an 
acknowledgement that the vast majori-
ty of the world’s local governments  
remain relatively inactive, under-
capacitated and financially constrained. 
Additionally, members noted that there 
is still much to be achieved in tackling 
the escalating ecological footprints of 
cities. Opportunities for addressing 
these matters were explored as was the 
potential for organizing another major 
cities event in parallel to CBD COP 12 
which will take place in the City of 
Pyeongchang, South Korea, October 
2013 with the theme, “Biodiversity for 
Sustainable Development”. 

 

GLOBAL PARTNER-
SHIP MEETS IN  
MONTREAL 

On 16 April, the 4th Annual GBIF Africa 
Regional Meeting commenced in the 
magnificent gardens of the South  
African National Biodiversity Institute 
(SANBI) in Pretoria, Gauteng. GBIF Node 
Managers from around Africa and mem-
bers of GBIF’s World Secretariat came 
together for the week to review the  
current status and progress made in bio-
diversity data publishing in African  
regions, since the previous GBIF Africa 
Regional Meeting held in Rwanda, last 
year.  

As the world’s largest network of local 
governments working on sustainable 
development, ICLEI and its Cities Biodi-
versity Center has amassed considerable 
potential to enable local governments to 
mobilize their vast biodiversity data. 
With mentoring from SANBI, the Cities 
Biodiversity Center has become a ‘GBIF 
Node Manager’ for local governments, 
with a data-publishing portal being de-
veloped specifically for this purpose. 
Georgina Avlonitis represented ICLEI’s 
Cities Biodiversity Center at the meeting 
and presented the challenges, highlights 

MAKING  
BIODIVERSITY DATA  
PUBLISHING RELEVANT 

The Global Biodiversity In-

formation Facility (GBIF) 

was established by govern-

ments in 2001 to facilitate 

and encourage free and open access to 

biodiversity data, via the internet. By 

publishing their data, regions and cities 

in this network can enhance the quality, 

predictive value, verifiability and  

transparency of their planning process-

es, thus improving land-use decisions 

and the confidence civil society can 

place in these decisions.  

Members on a field trip in Montreal met some inquisitive characters on the way. 

 

http://www.gbif.org/
http://www.gbif.org/
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THE URBIS  
DIALOGUES FIRST  

WEBINAR: THE URBIS  
DESIGNATION PROCESS 

The URBIS Dialogues are an exciting 

suite of interactive events which give all 

actors involved in the governance and 

management of biodiversity in cities, the 

chance to  share experiences, address 

specific urban challenges, consider new 

developments, explore collaborative 

opportunities and strategise on  ways 

forward. 

The first of the URBIS Dialogues took 

place on 17 May 2013. The webinar  

focused on the URBIS Designation  

Process, which aims to recognise and  

promote the achievements of local and 

sub-national governments that follow a 

stepwise procedure (see figure  on right). 

Through this process good practices will 

be developed and catalogued for sharing 

amongst the learning community and 

cities will be internationally recognised 

as 'Cities of Distinction' in biodiversity 

management.  

In order to make this designation  

process as effective, as valuable and as 

relevant as possible, the webinar sought 

input from various stakeholders,  

including cities and local governments. 

 During the webinar, Professor  

Thomas Elmqvist of the Stockholm 

Resilience Center  introduced the  

URBIS initiative, followed by Russell 

Galt, Programme Manager of ICLEI 

Cities Biodiversity Center, who gave a 

breakdown of the institutional  

arrangements of URBIS.  Professor 

Timon McPhearson of the New School 

then went on to introduce the desig-

nation criteria, against which the  

performances of the cities  will be 

measured.   

The proposed criteria, presented  

during the webinar are listed below as 

well as each question (in green) that 

cities where given to reflect on at the 

end of each criterion.   

URBIS DESIGNATION  

CRITERIA 

Criteria 1: Local biodiversity strategy 
and action planning - existence and 
implementation (score 1) 

Evidence: This may take the form of a 
Local Biodiversity Strategy and Action 
Plan (LBSAP) or indeed any other  

sustainable development strategy that 
duly considers biodiversity. It should: 

 comprise a vision, principles, strategic 
goals and achievable actions; 

 be approved by the City Council (or 
equivalent competent authority); 

 be periodically updated in light of 
monitoring results and new 
knowledge; 

 align with National Biodiversity  
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs – 
principle instruments for implementing 
the CBD); 

 engage all relevant local government 
line functions (i.e. departments other 
than environment department); 

 be publicly accessible. 

(Note: ICLEI, CBD and UNU are due to 
publish detailed LBSAP Guidelines later 
this month.) 

Question: Is this a meaningful, rele-
vant, realistic (i.e. achievable)  criteri-
on? 

 

 

 

URBIS is a ground-breaking initi-

ative which comprises a global 

alliance of partners aspiring to 

reconcile urban development 

with the conservation of biodi-

versity and the sustainable use of 

natural resources – a quest to  

engender cities with greater  

social-ecological resilience in the 

context of global environmental 

change. (The URBIS concept 

note can be found  online at  the  

Cities Biodiversity Website.)   

http://archive.iclei.org/index.php?id=13221&utm_source=GraphicMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=NewsletterLink&utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_content=
http://archive.iclei.org/index.php?id=13221&utm_source=GraphicMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=NewsletterLink&utm_campaign=Newsletter&utm_content=
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Our up-coming webinar  (12 June 3.30-
5.30 CEST) will focus on the  
management of invasive alien species 
at the local level with insights and best-
practices from experts and cities from 
around the world.  

Join us by registering at the following 
link:  

https://www3.gotomeeting.com/
register/713517262 

 

UPCOMING URBIS 
DIALOGUE WEBINAR 

Criteria 2: Use of Indicators of  
biodiversity and ecosystem services 
(score 1) 

e.g. City Biodiversity Index - how many 
and what type indicators has the city 
implemented?  

 The City Biodiversity Index (CBI) has, 
on the initiative of the Gov. of  
Singapore, been developed by an 
international technical task force. 
The CBD comprises 23 biodiversity 
indicators tailored specifically  
towards the urban context. The Index 
is not intended to be used as a gauge 
for comparing the performance of 
cities, but rather constitutes a tool 
for self-assessment. Hence local  
governments are encouraged to 
modify the indicators to suit their 
specific contexts. 

 Other indicators may also be used, 
but the CBI is commonly regarded as 
international best practice. 

Question: Is this a meaningful,  
relevant, realistic (i.e. achievable) 
criterion? 

Criteria 3: Participatory, bottom-up 
approach to including citizens in  
biodiversity related initiatives and 
processes, e.g. citizen science (score 
1) 

Engaging citizens in such processes 
(e.g. environmental decision making, 
citizen science initiatives, etc.) can help 
to: 

 foster public acceptance and support 
for environmental decisions made by 
local governments; 

 better inform such decisions; 

 heighten public environmental 
awareness; 

 inspire and augment environmental 
activities. 

Question: How do we meaningfully 
assess the involvement of citizens? 
Are there any simple indicators (e.g. 
existence of relevant policies, public 
campaigns, etc..)? 

Criteria 4: Integration of biodiversity 
and ecosystem management across 
municipal sectors (score 1) 

 Integrating biodiversity across  

municipal sectors is critical for the 
success of nature conservation.  
Departments dealing with finance, 
economic development, spatial 
planning, housing, infrastructure 
and health are all stakeholders in 
biodiversity management and 
should be engaged accordingly. 

Question: How can we meaningful-
ly, yet simply, assess the extent of 
integration? How, in your local gov-
ernments, is integration achieved? 

Criteria 5: Collaboration beyond the 
city level– i) Inter-municipal cooper-
ation, ii) collaboration with regional 
and national governments and iii) 
International collaboration,  
existence of such cooperation,  
demonstrating formal agreement, 
preferably ecosystem based ap-
proach (score max 0,6= 0,2 + 0,2 
+0,2 if all three are fullfilled) 

This indicator is important because 
ecosystems and the flows of services 
they generate, do not recognize politi-
cal boundaries. For example, cities 
may: 

 draw their water from surrounding 
watersheds managed by other  
authorities; 

 incur heightened flood risk when 
catchments are improperly  
managed; 

 rely on adjacent wetlands for filtra-
tion of organic effluent; 

 contain fragments of important  
natural habitat containing species 

whose survival depends on the  
quality and accessibility of habitat in 
neighbouring municipal jurisdic-
tions; 

Question: How can such cooperation 
be simply and meaningfully  
assessed? 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center and 
the URBIS partners are still open for 
any feedback on the URBIS designa-
tion process.  Feedback, comments 
or questions can be sent to: 

georgina.avlonitis@iclei.org. 

C:/Users/gavlonitis/Documents/Bluetooth Folder
C:/Users/gavlonitis/Documents/Bluetooth Folder
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Two biodiversity events took place in the 

city of Sarajevo in May 2013. The first, on 

13-14 May, was a capacity-building work-

shop on integrated and aligned ecologi-

cal planning convened by ICLEI in  

partnership with the Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity. This 

hands-on workshop included representa-

tives of various sectors of the Canton of 

Sarajevo, and several of its municipalities 

and was hosted by Novi Grad, one for 

these municipalities. Its purpose was to 

draw attention to the recently-developed 

local environmental action plans (LEAPs) 

and Cantonal environmental action plan 

(KEAP) and how they could be aligned 

with each other, with the national  

biodiversity strategy and action plan 

(NBSAP), and with the Strategic Plan 

of the CBD. Emphasis was also placed 

on an integrated approach, in which 

biodiversity is mainstreamed across 

sectors of local government. An  

exercise was conducted in which  

participants designed a new biodiver-

sity initiative to be inserted into the 

appropriate plan. Follow-up advice 

will be offered on making those  

proposals a reality.  

The second event, from 15-17 May and 

hosted by the Canton of Sarajevo, was 

a meeting of the network of  

Mediterranean network of cities, 

“MediverCities”, convened by the  

Secretariat of the CBD, the City of 

Montpellier and ICLEI, and hosted by 

the Canton of Sarajevo. There, the 

MediverCities network was formally 

established and initiatives upon which 

BIODIVERSITY EVENTS 
IN SARAJEVO 

to base its activities and funding were 

discussed. Participants undertook to  

pursue funding for a project for the  

network to anchor itself to and to take 

collaboration beyond the mere sharing of 

lessons. Another meeting is planned, in 

Montpellier in early 2014, by which time 

it is intended that an initiative be  

established. It is likely that such an  

initiative will center on biodiversity  

planning. Significantly, Zlatko Petrović, 

Minister of Physical Planning and  

Environmental Protection of Sarajevo 

Canton, said that the workshop had  

provided the opportunity and media  

attention to encourage almost a  

quadrupling of the formally protected 

natural area of the Canton from 0.7% to 

2.5%. 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

ICLEI’s upcoming international local 
government GBIF training workshop 
will be held in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
as part of the Local Climate Solutions 
(LOCS) for Africa Congress (30 Oct-1 
Nov) this year.  This training event will 
capacitate local government practition-
ers with all they need to know about 
data publishing and familiarize them 
with GBIF’s tools and infrastructure. 

GBIF TRAINING 
WORKSHOP, LOCS,  
TANZANIA 

LAB participants can 
register for the  

2013  International  

BiodiverCities  

Conference  

for FREE! 

Please contact Shela Patrickson 
for the code: 

shela.patrickson@iclei.orgTel: 
+27 21 202-0389 

In addition, there will be an  
international LAB workshop  
adjoining this BiodiverCities  
conference on 12 September 
2013. More details about the 

workshop will be distributed to 
those who confirm their  

participation.  

BIODIVERSITY  
CONFREENCE, 
JOONDALUP, AUSTRALIA 

This is certainly something to 
take note of, as GBIF data  
publishing is fast becoming a 
best practice within local govern-
ments and one that ICLEI is very 
excited to be progressing. For 
more information please contact 
Georgina Avlonitis at:  
georgina.avlonitis@iclei.org.  

http://locs4africa.iclei.org/
http://locs4africa.iclei.org/
mailto:shela.patrickson@iclei.org
mailto:georgina.avlonitis@iclei.org


KEY EVENTS IN 2013 

 
RESILIENT CITIES 2013,  

THE 4TH GLOBAL FORUM ON URBAN 

RESILIENCE AND ADAPTATION  
Bonn, Germany  

31 May - 2 June 2013    

  

WORLD CITIES SUMMIT MAYOR’S  

FORUM  

Bilbao, Spain.  

13-14 June 2013  

 

1ST CONGRESS OF THE SOCIETY OF 

URBAN ECOLOGY (SURE) 
Berlin, Germany 

25-27 July 2013  

 

THE 6TH ECOSYSTEM SERVICES  

PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE 
Bali, Indonesia.  

26-30 August 2013 

  

2013 INTERNATIONAL BIODIVERCITIES 

CONFERENCE  
Joondalup, Australia  

9-11 September 2013 

 

ECOCITY WORLD SUMMIT 
Nantes, France.  

25-27 September 2013  

   

LOCAL CLIMATE SOLUTIONS FOR  

AFRICA (LOCS FOR AFRICA) 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

30 October– 1 November 2013 

 

 

g Email: biodiversity@iclei.org 

 

Physical address: 

71 Burg Street 

Cape Town 

South Africa 

 

f www.facebook.com/icleicbc 

k  www.twitter.com/icleicbc 

  

mailto:biodiversity@iclei.org
http://www.facebook.com/icleicbc
http://www.twitter.com/icleicbc

